FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MUSIC PREVIEW :  Pittsburgh label Lotuspike finds success in ambient genre

By Ed Masley, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Lotuspike Records, a Pittsburgh-based label whose focus is ambient, electronic, ethno-acoustic and minimal music, is hosting "Music for Your Restless Mind," an inaugural event tonight at the Mattress Factory with performances  by Terra Ambient and Ben Cox.

But the label, formed in February, has already been making a name for itself on the national ambient/electronic circuit.

The haunting ethno-tribal ambience of Terra Ambient's "The  Gate" has earned the label airplay on the Public  Radio International-syndicated Echoes program, finishing  the year at No. 8 on Backroads Music's list of best  space/ambient/electronic titles. It also went Top  40 in September on New Age Reporter's national airplay  chart and spent two months in the Stars End Top 20  at WXPN, an influential Philadelphia station, while  earning raves at Godsend Magazine and Wind and Wire.

So the label is launched.

The inaugural party is more a celebration of what's been accomplished, not to mention a rare opportunity for local electronic fans to hear  the music live.

The night is also meant to celebrate the launching of the label's first three titles, two of which were made by partners in the label.  Terra Ambient is multi-instrumentalist Jeff Kowal, a graphic designer who founded the label with Cox, a longtime acquaintance, and Daniel Pipitone, with whom he works as an artist/designer at Giant Ideas,  to focus on the sort of music Cox and Kowal make and, as Pipitone  says, "to get our music out there in a way that was convenient,  cost-effective and beneficial to the artist in terms of retaining  the rights."

"On Water," Cox's debut, hit the streets a week or so ago. The third release, "Autumn's Apple" by San Francisco artist Darshan Ambient, should be arriving in time for the party.

Much of what the partners have accomplished with "The Gate" has come from online networking.

As Pipitone explains, "There are communities and forums where you have people who are sort of the who's who of that genre. One of those places is Hypnos, where most of our contacts have been made.  So that's kind of been a nice jumping-off point for us, being part  of that community. And also, in Philadelphia, at WXPN, there's a  guy by the name of Chuck Van Zyl who does a regular gathering series where you can go and see that kind of music live. They've done shows with some really great, world- renowned-within-the-genre-artists without peer."

As successful as the label's been already, Pipitone sees it as more  of "a labor of love" than the start of a new career.

"We all three have our day jobs," he says, "This  is something to get our music out."

And that music is very specific.

"We're fairly finicky," says Pipitone, "about the projects we accept with regard to whether they fit the vision of the label, which is to provide the highest quality ambient, electronic, minimal music we can find."

And that's exactly what he feels they've done.

"In terms of the quality of the music, I think we've done it," he says. "I think the music we're releasing is as good as the best of the best."

As for tonight's event, he says he's figuring the crowd is "probably going to be a little bit more of a sophisticated audience with a broad musical palette, people who are a little more mindful of what they listen to."

Then, with a laugh, he adds, "But we hope we're going to see all kinds of people."

For a calendar of events, more information on the latest news and artists of lotuspike, see www.lotuspike.com.
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